
AASG

The Association of American State Geologists (AASG) represents the
State Geologists of the 50 United States and Puerto Rico. Founded in
1908, AASG seeks to advance the science and practical application of
geology and related earth sciences in the United States and its
territories, commonwealths, and possessions.

AASG and Environmental Policy

AASG strongly
encourages the
collection, management,
and distribution of
geological data and
the use of geological
information in order to
make sound decisions
relating to environmental
policy.  Divisions of the
State Geologist’s office
and the activities of their

respective State Geological Surveys are associated with their State’s
Department of Environmental Quality or leading State environmental
agency, whereas other State Geologists report directly to a university
or to the Governors of their states. Regardless of the organizational
structure of the State Geologist and the State Geological Survey, the
geologic information collected and managed at each State Geological
Survey is critical to maintaining a safe business and living environment
for both industry and the general public.

AASG advocates that sound science be considered when
formulating national environmental policy and legislation. AASG
recognizes and recommends opportunities in which State Geological
Surveys can work to help their State policymakers make better
decisions concerning environmental issues. AASG monitors
environmental trends and priorities and coordinates with regional
Environmental Protection Agency programs and other environmental
organizations to emphasize proper consideration of geologic
information in siting, designing, monitoring, and remediating
environmental sites.
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Sharing geological data related to waste disposal is essential to
protecting our valuable water supplies, as well as human health
and safety. Landfills, lagoons, septic tanks, and other conventional
waste-disposal options require specific siting criteria in order to
keep waste isolated from critical water supplies. Sinkholes,
underground mining, landslides, earthquake risk, surficial materials,
and bedrock type are some of the factors to consider when properly
locating waste-disposal facilities.

Once a piece of property has been contaminated by petroleum-
based products, hazardous substances, mine waste, radionuclides,
or other pollutants, appropriate site remediation must involve careful
consideration of site-specific geology. Many sites across our nation
have been cleaned up or redeveloped safely because the risk
evaluation included a sound geologic model.

AASG endorses a strong commitment to including geoscience data
in all land use decisions. Sound environmental policy includes
careful consideration of the Earth’s natural processes and materials.
Waste disposal, land use, and global change are national
environmental issues needing cooperation and coordination among
local, State, and Federal partners.

A key environmental issue facing our nation is protecting
and preserving water quality and quantity. Our nation’s
leaders must understand our water resource in order
to protect water quality and to properly estimate future
water supply needs. AASG is currently developing a
program whereby each State Geological Survey can
participate in a nationwide aquifer mapping effort.
Substantial information is already available within the
files of State Geological Surveys for producing regional
aquifer maps. AASG is pursuing partners to develop
a series of map products defining the various aquifers
across the country. Results of this mapping initiative
will enable sound environmental decisions on the use
and protection of our nation’s water resources.
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