
DANIEL J. JONES (1889-1965) 

 Daniel J. Jones, State Geologist Emeritus, Kentucky Geological Survey, 
passed away suddenly and unexpectedly on December 18, 1965, in Lexington, 
Kentucky. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Matilda Gilcher Jones; a daughter, Mrs. 
Glenn A. Price, Bayport, Long Island, New York; and three grandchildren. 
 Mr. Jones was born on a farm near German, New York, January 16, 1889. He 
received his elementary education in a one-room school at German and attended 
high school in nearby Greene. Later he enrolled at Syracuse University where he 
earned B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology.  
 In 1914 he joined the faculty of the University of Texas as instructor in 
mineralogy and economic geology, where he remained until 1917. At that time he 
left the academic field to accept industry employment, first with McMann Oil 
Company and then Eastern Gulf Oil Corporation. 
 Mr. Jones’ work in petroleum geology took him to Kentucky where he resided 
the rest of his life. His professional activities were interrupted by World War I and 
he served his country as a member of the Army Engineers. His military assignments 
included European service as a part of the American Expeditionary Force in 1918 
and 1919. Before entering military service he recommended a drilling location for 
Eastern Gulf on the Eph Angel farm in Lee County, Kentucky, as the result of his 
surface geologic mapping in that eastern Kentucky area. It was drilled during his 
absence, opening the Big Sinking oil field which proved to be the largest ever 
discovered in Kentucky.  
 When he returned in 1919 he found that the pattern of development did not 
follow the surface structure. His analysis of what appeared to be an anomalous 
situation led to his interpretation of the production as being controlled by a 
stratigraphic trap associated with an erosional unconformity. Although few of his 
subsurface stratigraphic studies ever reached print, his ideas on this comparatively 
new concept of oil accumulation were sought. Dan Jones was named State Geologist 
in 1934 and served his adopted state in that capacity until 1958, holding the office 
longer than any other individual, and through what have been referred to 
administratively as the 8th and 9th Surveys. He wrote comparatively littler, but rather 
encouraged younger geologists serving under him to take a prominent place both on 
the platform and in publication. 
 Mr. Jones pioneered in oil, gas and water conservation in Kentucky. His work 
has led to a more orderly exploration and development of these important natural 
resources. He was one of the first in Kentucky to advocate the systematic collection 
and filing of oil-filed records. In  
 
   



 
 

 



 


