Garland Peyton (1892-1964)




Gacland Pevton died soddenly o the Late evening of October 18,
e,

He wias born at M Adry, Habersham Counly. Ceeorgiie, on Cctober
201802 His father, John Thomas Pevton, seeved @ o member of the
House of Representatives and Senate between 1900 and TOBE Caplain
Peyvton began first 1o learn about procedures of State Government as i
page in the Georgin Assembly when he was o small bov,

I 1014 he was geaduated with the BS, and A deerees from the
School of Mines, North Georgia College (State University: System) al
Dahlonega, Georgia, He did post-graduate work at Ohio state Univer-
sity in 1926, and under Deo W IL Fimmons st the University of
Minnesota in 1930, He was Mining Fngineer with the UL 5, Mining,
smelting and Refining Company 1914 1917, and servedd as 1st Licoten-
ant, Infantry, UL 5, Army, 1917 19,

He became Director of the School of Mines, Narth Georgia Agri-
cultural College in 1919 and remained in this capacity until 1929, After
that date the Mining Department was abandoned. and he became Re-
search Engineer with the Tennessee Copper Company from 102931,

Fle was a Captain in the U, S, Army (933237 amd was appointid
State Mining Engineer, Division of Mines, Mining and Geology July,
1937, In 1038, he became Director of the Department of  Mines,
Mining and Geology, the position he held for more than 26 years until
the time of his death. Captain Peyton served as Divector longer than
any other man,  November 1964 was the 75th Anniversary ol the
Georgia Geological Survey.

Among numerous special topics of the mining field his interests in
mininee el smelting of solphide ores were promoted. by experiences in
mining and mine safety engineering in California, and Tater as Reseaveh
Fogineer for the Tennessee Copper Company,

Flis Difelonge interest in mold and gold miniog dates from early train-
inge ot Dahloneza, e became adept at mapping, sompling, and eval-
wintinge el dheposits, pnd mande estensive stuwdies in Lumpikin and White
Counties, Geargia, Much of the interest in Georgine ol depasits wars
foesteres) Dy D sotml amd ready nedviee and bis enthosgiestic eneonrsge
pent, Fleoseaei s eseellent chemist anel an espert weayver, amd beennne
e of thee Teadding: antbrritie one pobd s pold miniog in e castern
[t of the conntry,

A Diveetor bee wies sntabide for b coneddderintion of all affbes per-



taining 1o the Deparment which he didd mneh o0 Luill up aml
strengthen. He was particularly active in cooperating with the Unitel
Stes Geological Survey Inocontinuing ol espaneding water studie.
which the State now finds o e of such vidue i hese e of EUTIE
lation increase and mdustrial development . alao, for vears the Prepiie-
ment his conperated with the Tapographic Braneh of the U, S, Geobop
Survey so that aecurate maps drawn to modern scales are availalile for
industrial development, and 1o serve as modern Degse mps for gealogi
work.

The “Captain™ endvaved himself w all his omployees by his kindnes-
and personal interest in them, AN visitors, great o smadl, had reads
aceess to his office for assistanee and advice upon g wide variety of
minerval and industeial problems, There were those who came poor andd
in need who left with «ome small fiamcial help, and sueh debts he
always promptly foreot. He had some encmics, anid wha is there who
has not. but his were always self-appointed and were quickly disarmed
by his gencrous desire to be of help o them as soon as pppoOriniG
permitted,

Much of his Tife was given in the service of his State, resulting in
many papers upon mining and mineral resonrees of Georgia, He was a
Fellow of the Geological Society of America, American Institule of
Mechanical  Faogineers, Society of  Feonomic  Geologists,  American
Assoctation of Petroleum Geologists, and also 8 member of ather State
and National scientific oreanizations. He was especially interested in
the Association of American State Geologists, and was DPresident in
1048, He would always return from these meetings with many stories
about his friends. and with additional ideas for the Departmental
progran,
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