HorACE D, THOMAS

Dr. Horace D. Thomas, professor
of weology at the University of Wyo-
ming, and long time Wyoming State
Geolorist died in Laramie, Wyoming,
May 141, 1967 after a short illness,
Ile iz survived by his wife, Maxine
Thomas, and his son, Tom.

Horace Thomas better known to his
friends as “Bill” was born in Lara-
mie, Wyoming on March 25, 1905 of
a pioneer Wyoming family—William
C. T mas and Thaleie Davis Thomas.
The family were identified with busi-
ness and ranching interests for many
vears, Horace Thomas was educated
in the loca! schools of Laramie and
entered the University of Wyoming
in 1922, graduating in 1926, and re-
ceiving the M.A. degree in 1928, Fol-
lowinz this he continued graduate
work at Columbia University receiv-
ing the doctoral degree in 1935.

“Bill” Thomas began his career at
the University of Wyoming in 1931
as an instructor and continued his
primary interest as a teacher until a
few days before his death, He ac-
quired a tremendous breadth of
knowledze concerning the stratigra-
phy of the Rocky Mountains, and

gladly shared this with several gen-
erations of students. His contribu-
tions to stratigraphy centered on
Paleozoic strata, particularly the
Permian,

In 1941 Dr. Thomas was appointed
Wyoming State Geologist, and Di-
rector of the Wyoming Geological
Survey, positions which he held until
his death. Since 1958 he had been a
member of the Wyoming Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission. His ae-
tivities in connection with petroleum
zeology were numerous including the
vice presidency of the American As-
sociation of Petroleum Geologists in
1949, service on many of its commit-
tees, Distinguished Lecturer, and re-
cipient of its Matson award.

Horace Thomas served the State of
Wyoming well, and was a responsible
spokesman for the geologic profes-
sion in all state agenci®s. He will be
missed by his colleagues and many
friends, and long remembered for
his personal and geologic contribu-
tions to the science.

D. L. Blackstone, Jr.
State Geologist



