John Chapman Frye, 1912-1982

John O Frye, lormer stuie prologist of Ransas and al Whnois and an alBiline of
AASG lor more than 360 vears, el Seovembeer PRl TURDZ e caeer al gy T in
Boulder. Caloracho.

He is survived by his wile ot 4 venrs, Buth LooBleieer) Foves af Bt Chippewa
Dipive, Boubder, Colorado SO080 two davphters, Saily Jein S Bwarzlose, of kvanston,
Winois, aned Teret Ruth Toedeer, of Bivadhb, Sonpeli A alrias aned three grandchildren
A som. Julin Douglas, died in 1L

Jushn was bornin Alariette, Ohio, July 25, 1912 he son ol Fiarles Eoand Maucde V.
i hapman) Frye. He drended Mariena College, from which he received an AB.
degree in 15934 and an Se. 10, (hon i degree in 1455, He arteaveheed 3o State U niversin
in 1933 prior o going o the State University of Towia, Towa Ciry, Tromy which he
eceived an M5, degree in 1U37 anila Ph.1D. deree in 1

Fio served as o researeh assistant an the Universit of Towa besween TG el TU5H,
then joined the U5, Geological Survey, Ground-Water Divsion, Ransas Diseria,
where he was o junior geologist and an assistant seologist, In 1942, he joined the
Kamsas State Geological Survey as assisant divecior aned assisiant state pealogist. From
1945 10 1450, he was executive divecror of the Fansas Survesancd duoring fhe Lesl 1w
vears was also state geologist. Tn 1954, he beoime . hiet of the Uinos Stite Geological
Survey and stne grologist a position hee held untid he retived from the survey in fuvd,
I September 1474, he became everutive divector of the Geological Society of Amer-
wi and served moun position vt il his sevoned retivement i June KRS

During his affiliations with the two SEELE SHTvess he held appointments as profes:
sor of geology at the Universin of Foansas 1194234 and at the University ol linois,
Urhana-Champaign (1963-74). He also held temporary rescazch appointments with
the Tewas Burean of Fronomic Geology, the Desn escarti Instiniie of the Vine
versity of Nevada, and the New Mexico Burean of Mines and Mineral Resources.

During his professional career of 47 vears. he was authar or co-anthor ol meore
than 200 scientific articles, absiracts, reviews, acdministratve aned commmilteg reports,
ficld guides, and popular articles. His principal scientific interests were Pleistiwene,
Tertiary, and groundwater peoloygy and physiography. A, Bryon Levnard of the
University of Kansas, Ada Swineford of the kansas Geological Survey, and H. B
Willman and H. D). Glass of the Hlinois Geological Survey were collaborators in many
of his published reports. While chief of the Iinois Geological Survey he helped bring
national attention 1o the concept of environmental geology, a term coied by James L.
Hackett of the survey in 1963,

J,.,h“ served as 1 member of many commitiess and p:JII.L']ri sf the National Research
Council for the National Acadeny of Scicnces/Engmeering, incheding the carth sven-
ces division, geologic aspects of radioactive waste disposal, carth resources remote
sensing, mineral science and technology, radioactive wasie management, disposal in
calt ounes, and bedrock disposal ar the Savannah River Flant. He was elected 1o the
National Academy of Engineering i 1971, He served on the advisory commitlee L
the Secretary of the Interior for the U.S. Geological Survey and received a Depart-
pent of Interior Public Service Award in 1972, He scrved on the U.S. Natonal
Commission for UNESCO, the American Commission on Statigraplac Nomencia-
ture, the Scientific Manpower Commission, advisory committee to the Ok Ridge
National Laboratory, and advisory committee on [uture oil prospects of the Mational
Peirolenm Couneil,



Fle was a member of the Amevican Associnion For the Advancement of Svience:
Arnerican Assochion of Perrolewm Ceologisis; American Geological Tnstitute {presi-
ddent, [966); American Geeplvsict] Union: American Tustitane of Maving, Metalior-
gical, and Petrolenm Eogineers: Amervican Institoie of Prolessional Geologists fexecti-
tive committes, 1969); Assocition ol American Stie Geologists edinor, THRGAT.
secietary-treasurer, [UAT-38 vice prosident, 1938340, presielent, TOB-G 1) Conlogieal
Society of America (counciler, 195861, associate edivor, POE2-71, exeouive clirvcor,
L974-821; Society of Ecoromic Geologists: Society of Frononmic Paleontologists and
Mineralogists (vice presidenn, T965-G6); Hmens Academnn of Science tpresident, THGE-
G392 aned the Winois Mining Insticure fescoutive boord, TURR-GT) Fle was o Mason and
Rourian and a member of Sigma Xi, Sigmas Gamma Fpsilon, Alpha Signa Phi. and
the Cosmos Club of Wiashingron, DLC

Despite heavy administrative responsibilities in Bansas, Winots, and Boulder dur-
ing 37 vears of his service, juhn alwias managed w carey on his sciconific reseaccl and
spent much of his vacation tme in the field. When John retived as chiel of the Hlinois
Survey, a tar ewell production by the staft made ;."_[HJI.I patared allusions 1o his vaca-

tions spent studving the Ogallaln ol the High Plains or the Pecos River Valley in Texas
for the Bureau of Economic Geology, After becoming executive divector of GSA
while facing the numerons crises that ocearred during his wenure, he continued his
field research and produced signiticant reports tor the New Mexico Bureau of Mines
and Mineral Resources and the Hlinois Geological Survev, He carried on field work
with Byvron Leonard in the Pecos Vallev ol New Mexico o Seprember, shortly belory
his final iliness, Leonard, FL B Williman, and FLBL Glass are presently completing
manuscripts that they were working on with john,

Vet John was ever atentive to his administrative responsibilities. Long-tme mem-
bers of AASG will recall thar frequently John would be called with news ol survey
appropriation hearmgs during the annual mecting amd would sometimes depart -
medinely for Champaign or Springhield.

He had a special fondness for AASG wiud served in most of s elected olfices.
Thosge of us whe only koow of Johin Frve adiine fis coreer as scientist, sdmimistrator.
and prhlic servant. Those of us who koew him personally feel the same admiranon
ane will also miss him as o warm caring friendd,

Robert E. Bergstrom



