
 

 

John Tipton Lonsdale (1895-1960) 

 The unexpected death of John Tipton Lonsdale came as a shock to his many friends and 
colleagues throughout the United States, for he had been active with his professional and 
administrative duties as Director of the Bureau of Economic Geology at the University of Texas 
until two days before his death. Death came suddenly during the early hours of October 5, 1960, 
at his home in Austin, Texas, as the result of a heart attack. He is survived by his wife, Edna 
Gertrude (Van Arman) Lonsdale, whom he married august 31, 1921; a sister, Miss Bernice 
Lonsdale, Holly Hill, Florida; and a brother, Richard R. Lonsdale, Dayton Beach, Florida. 

 John Tipton Lonsdale was born November 8, 1895, at Dale, Iowa, the oldest son of Eva 
Mary (Connor) and John Dye Lonsdale. He was awarded the B.A. degree in 1917 and the M.S. 
degree in 1921, both from the University of Iowa, and the Ph.D. degree in 1924 from the 
University of Virginia. 

 During his undergraduate training, John Lonsdale held positions as field assistant with 
both the Iowa and Colorado geological surveys, but his distinguished professional career began 
in 1921 when he served as Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

- Ross A. Maxwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




