Paul H. Price, 1898-1980

Dr. Paul BH. Price, former State Geologist and Director of the West Virginia
Geological and Economic Survey, died Seprember 26, 1980, at his home in
Morgantown, West Virginia. He had been State Geologist for 35 years, from 1934 to
14034,

A West Viegini native, Dr. Price was born Seprember 1 TROK ar Ulfington i
Monongatin County, He attended West Virginia University, receiving his bichelor’s
degree in 19238, and marryving Helen Tapp that same year. Fle cared amaster’s
degree trom West Vieginia University in 1926, and his doctorate from Cornell Uni-
versity in 1800,

Dy, Price joined the West Vivginia Geological Survey in 1923, and with the excep-
tion of military service during the second workld war as aliewtemmt colonel and
solid-Tuels expert, he served the Survey continuously unul his retirement. During
these vears he was also aftiliated with West Virginia University, holding consecutively
the positions of Instructor, Associate Professor, Professor and Head of the Depart-
ment of Geology, and Professor Emeritus.

Soon after his appoimment as Director of the Survey., Dr. Price set out to improve
the organization’s facilities, which were inadequate lor effective work. He plaved a
leading role in planning for and acquiring White Hall on the West Virginia University
(WVLU) eampus, which became jointly occupied by the Survey and the WYL Geology
Department in 1942,

During his administration, the Survey examined in detail the physical and chemi-
cal properties of West Virginia's resources, particudarly coal. oil, and gas. His investi-
gations also inclucded a study of kudslides alfecting roads in West Virginia, To study
the ground-water resources of the state, Dr. Price in 1941 initiated a cooperative study
hetween the West Virginia Geological Survey and the U.S. Geological Survey,

Under his administration, the Survey also published several valuable state maps,
includling a geologic map, a relief map, a mineral resourcesfindusiries map, oil and gas
maps, a limestone map, and 278 topographic 7%-minute maps {which were issued
under a cooperative mapping program with the federal government).

Dr. Price took particular interest in information dissemination and the expansion
of the Survey's educational services. During his administration, approximately 150
volumes and publications were issued by the Survey, including four volumes on the
Silurian, Devonian, Cambrian, and Ordivician svstems. He personally added consid-
erably to the literature of coal, oil, and gas, and in 1946, was selected by the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists to make their annual Distinguished Lecture Tour
of the United States and Canada. {(In 1960, because of his knowledge of petroleum
geology, he investigated and reported on the gas and oil potentials of the Republic of
Ireland.)

In 1960, he was successful in adding an Archeological Section to the Survey t
investigate the state’s archeological treasures, This Section has made archeological
surveys and excavations and has cataloged and preserved recovered artifacts.

Dr. Price also dovoted much time and effort to numerous scientific sorieties and
was an official delegate o the International Geological Congress in 1960 (Copenha-
gen) and 1968 (Prague). He served as president of the Association of American State
Geologisis, the Southeastern Section of the Geological Society of Amerea, the West
Virginia Archeological Society, and several other organizations. He was chairman ol
the West Virginia Antiquitics Commission, chaivman of the public relations committee
for the American Geological Institute, and o Fellow of the Geological Socicty of
America. He was also a member of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists
and the West Virginia Academy ol Science.

Among his many honors was receipt of the Highway Geology Symposium’s Medal
for Distinguished Contribution in 1970, and WVU's highest award, the "Order of the
Vandalin,” in 1971, He was named Morgantown's “Man of the Year” for 1951 by the
Business and Professional Women's Club. Three doughiers wund o son suivive The,
Price.

Robert B, Erwin



