Wilbur Armistead Nelson (1890-1969)

Wilbur Armistead Nelson was bomn in
Nashville, Tennessce, February 14, 1890,
the son of William Cowper and Mary Lou
( Armisznd ) Nelson. He died suddenly in
Charloresville, Vieginia, January 6, 1969
Services were held from the graveside at
Holly Memorial Gardens, Albemarle Coun-
ry, Virginia on January 8, 1969. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Beatrice Ward Nelson;
two saos, Thorntor Nelson of Birmingham,
Alzbama and Dr. Armistead Nelson of
Nashville, Tennessee, and five grandchil-
dren.

Mr. Nelson was graduzted from Vander-
bilr University in 1910 and received his
MA. degree from Swmanford University in
1915. He waes an assistant geologist with
the Tenness== Geolngical Survey from 1911
to 1014: ceonomic geclogist with the Mash-
ville, Charmnooga zad St Louwis Railway
from 1914 to 1916; mining geologist Page
Mining Company, 1916 to 1918; Su:e Geo-
logist of Tenpsssee [rom 1918 1o 1935;
Seate Geologist of Virginia from 1925 o
1928: corcoran prefessor and Head of the
Departmen: of Geology, Universizy of Vir-
ginia from 1923 o 1959 when becoming
Emerirus.

He was presidens of the Association of
Americzn State Geelogists in 1925; Virginia
commissinasr  of the Virginiz-Maryland
Boundary Cemmissien, 1928-1930: director
of the Mining Division, War Production
Borrd, 1941-1943; o fellow of the Geo-
logical Sociery of Americz and of the Amer-
ican Geoghysical Union; a member of the
American Association for the Advancement
of Science, the Mining »nd Merallurgical
Society, Society of Economic Guologises, the
Virginia Academy of Science; the Tennes-
see Academy of Science; the Scciety of the
Sigma Xi; Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Gamma
Epsilon; and an honorary member of the
Association of American State Geologists.

He was a member of St. Paul's Memorial
Church, the Torch Club, the Szamp Club,
the Colonnade Club, Farmingron Country
Club, and the Cosmos Club.

As a consulting geologist, Mr. Nelson
specialized in dam foundations and was
consultane for fourteen dams in che eastern
United Staces. Orher inreresrs  included
structural geolozy, examination of mineral
properties, mine examinations, and the
scructure of the Blue Ridge Mountains. He
ol wa acrive part in the catablishmene of
the Grear Smokey Narional Park, the Shen-
andoah Narional Park, and the Blue Ridge
Parkway thar compects chem.

Among his publications are the follow-
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Henry Couny, Tenoessee: Tennessee Geol
Survey, Res. Tenn. vol 2, p. 406423, 1912

The Tennessee coal field south of the Ten-
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Descmiprion of oil and gas areas in Ten-
nesses and conditions affecting new zreas:
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ness=e, Kenmucky znd Alabama: Geol Scc
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Gerlozic map of Tennessce, Third Edinion:
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Appiizchizn bauxite deposits: Geol. Soc.
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Reei-oor—an earthquake Inke { western Ten-
nessze . Narional Geog. Mag. vol 43, no.
Lp 05 114 1924

The o horizons of Kentucky, northeastern
Mississippi, and Tennessee: Am. Assoc
Perrozum Geologists, Bull val 8 no. 5. p.
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Mascos Tennessee, zinc area: Mining and
Meturgy, vol. 5, no. 214 p. 469471 1924
Duckrown, Tennessee, copper district: Am.
Insz. Min. and Mer. Eng., Trans. vol 7L p.
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Hamileon, Marion, Pumam, Rhea, Se-
quatchie, Van Curen, Warren, and Whire
counries: Teanessee Depr Fduc, Div, Geol-
o, Bull 33-A0 230 p. 1925,

The coals and geology of the Herbers Do-
main: Tennessee Depr. Edue. Div. Geology.
Bull. 33-C, 5+ p. 1923

Geology and Evaluanions Sci. Monthiy, vol
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Topography and geology of the coab field
tof Tennesseer: U, S, Bur. Mines, Tech.
Paper 356, p. 1-4, 1926,

Geuologic map of Vicgima: Virginiz Geo-
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{ Marhews, Edward B) Reporr on the Joca-
ricn of the boundusy lines 2long the Potomace
River berween Virginiz and Maryland: Bal-
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sorme aspects of the geology of the Coasmal
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Topogiaphy of the former continent of Ap-
palachia (from geologic evidence) 1 the
surface and subsurface exploration of con-
tinensal  borders:  Am. Geophys. Union
Trans. 21sc ann, meg pn 34, p. T86-T90

1940,

Geology end mineral resources of Albe-
marle Councy: Virginia Div. Mineral Re-
sources, Bull 77, 92 p. 1962
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